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H 6 Publications of the 

the Moon (Paris Observatory), instruments (Pulkowa and George- 
town), the Sun (Potsdam and Meudon), Mars (drawing by- 
Professor Hussey at the Lick Observatory), and of the Algerian 
meteorite of 1893 (full size). The illustrations of the atlas are 
very satisfactory, and the descriptions of the text supplement 
them fully. 

Since the foregoing was written, the first part of the Atlas 
has been received, and it confirms the favorable opinion expressed 
in what precedes. Many of the reproductions are made by the 
half-tone process. When these are compared with the original 
negatives, or with direct copies from the negatives, they naturally 
show less fineness and detail. Only a few observatories and 
astronomers can have access to such originals, however. The 
present work is intended to meet the wants of the hundreds of 
readers to whom such access must always be closed. Its chief 
value will be in this regard. Its very complete collection of 
plates relating to instruments will be important to all, profes- 
sionals and amateurs alike. It is now, for the first time, possible 
for the general reader to possess a work which gives an adequate 
account of the present state of celestial photography. Through 
the kindness of Baron von Schweiger-Lerchenfeld, several 
illustrations from his text are reproduced in the present number of 
the Publications. It may not be out of place to say that the cost 
of the Atlas, plates, etc., has been some $20,000. 

Edward S. Holden. 
May 10, 1897. 

Meteor Seen at Mt. Hamilton (May 5, 1897). 

On the evening of May 5, 1897, at 7" 30 m P. S. T, Mr. 
Nicholas D. Soto, an employ^ of the Lick Observatory, called 
my attention to a very bright meteor-trail, the remnants of an 
explosion, which Mr. Soto observed at about 7 h 26 m . The gen- 
eral direction of the zigzag trail was nearly horizontal (the north 
end was perhaps 5' higher than the west end), and about 1° long. 
It was seen by nearly all the astronomers of the Lick Observa- 
tory. I made two sets of altitude and azimuth determinations 
of the brightest portion (extreme west end of the trail) from a 
point near the northeast corner of the main residence building. 

Azimuth of extreme west end, N. 51 42' W. ) „ 

(7 39 • 
Altitude of extreme west end, 3 30 J 



Astronomical Society of the Pacific. 1 47 

Another set of measures, made at 7" 48™, gave the same 
co-ordinates. After 7" 50° the matter became too faint for fur- 
ther measures. The peculiarly vivid whiteness of the meteoric 
cloud was similar to that of the great meteor of July, 1894. 

J. M. SCHAEBERLE. 
Lick Observatory, May 6, 1897. 

Stability of the Great Equatorial, 1888-1897. 

Observations for the position of the great telescope have been 
made by Messrs. Schaeberle, Keeler, Campbell, Tucker, 
and Colton, as below: — 

1888, July 27, azimuth +36"; level 8" too low, 

1889, May 18, " ....;" 36 
Sept. 16, " +83 ; " 58 

1890, Aug. 23, " (+54); ""4 
Telescope adjusted. 

1891, June 30, azimuth .... ; level 35" too low. 
Holding-down bolts tightened. 

1892, Aug. 5, azimuth +51"; level 25" too high, 

1893, Sept. 23, " +48 ; " 57 too low, 

1896, Dec. 5, " ....;" 74 

1897, Apr. 24, " +60 ; " .. 

E. S. H. 

Measures of Procyon,* by William J. Hussey. 

The following measures of Schaeberle's companion to 
Procyon have been made with the 36-inch telescope, using a 
power of 520 ... : — 

1897.072 /> = 3i9°.23 .y=4".58 
.203 320 .06 4 .77 

.206 320 .01 4 .59 

1897.16 3i 9 °.8 4 ".6 5 

Reflector and Portrait Lens in Celestial Photo- 
graphy. 

Those who are interested in the technical points suggested by 
the above title cannot do better than to refer to a nearly exhaust- 
ive discussion of them by Professor Max Wolf in Nature for 



* From the Astronomical Journal, No. 403. 



